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Question for written answer E-010094/2010
to the Commission
Rule 117
Franz Obermayr (NI)

Subject: Controversial aims of the IHH organisation

The ‘international humanitarian aid organisation’ IHH is a radical Islamic, anti-American organisation 
established in close proximity to the Muslim Brotherhood (Hamas). It has proven links with Islamism 
and the Turkish Government. In addition to its legitimate humanitarian activities, the IHH also gives 
financial and logistical support to radical Islamic terrorist networks. Israel’s Intelligence and Terrorism 
Information Center (ITIC) claims to have reliable information and reports on the role of the IHH and of 
the Turkish Government in the flotilla operation in support of Hamas off the coast of Gaza.

The IHH in Germany was shut down by the Ministry of the Interior on 12 July 2010. The reason given 
was that the IHH supported Hamas, which was in power in the Gaza Strip, thereby contravening the 
spirit of the understanding between peoples. A study was undertaken in 2006 by the Danish Institute 
for International Studies – a research institute – clearly linking the IHH with Al-Qaeda and worldwide 
Jihad. The IHH has representations in Belgium, Denmark, Holland and Austria and numerous partner 
organisations. According to security experts, the IHH is used as an example to illustrate the way in 
which NGOs concerned with foreign affairs are used and exploited. Three years ago it was awarded a 
prize by the Turkish Parliament. There are rumours of close links between the IHH and Turkish Prime 
Minister Erdogan, who holds Islamist views. An article in the New York Times of 15 July 2010 states 
that, in the run-up to the critical parliamentary elections, the IHH helped Prime Minister Erdogan to 
gain the support of conservative Muslims and improve the image and influence of Turkey in the Arab 
world.

1. What is the Commission’s opinion in general of the IHH and its areas of activity?

2. Is the Commission aware of the objectives of the IHH?

3. Is the IHH involved in the administration of the Palestinian territories? Does it receive EU 
funding?

4. Does the IHH receive direct or indirect EU funding?

5. If so, what funding does the IHH receive from the EU?


