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WRITTEN QUESTION E-0570/10
by Caroline Lucas (Verts/ALE)
to the Commission

Subject: Study showing adverse health effects of three GMO varieties available for consumption on 
the EU market

I am writing regarding a study, published in the International Journal of Biological Sciences in 2009 
(http://www.biolsci.org/v05p0706.htm), which raises important questions regarding the safety of three 
GM corn varieties (MON 863, MON 810, and NK 603) which have been approved for human 
consumption in the EU.

The authors of the study highlight serious failures with regard to the design of the feeding trials as well 
as the statistical methods of analysis used by Monsanto. By re-evaluating the data presented by 
Monsanto, they revealed new side-effects observed in rats linked with GM maize consumption, which 
were sex- and often dose-dependent.

According to the study, effects were mostly associated with the kidney and liver, the dietary 
detoxifying organs, although different between the three GMOs. Other effects were also noticed in the 
heart, adrenal glands, spleen and haematopoietic system. The authors conclude that these data 
highlight signs of hepatorenal toxicity, possibly due to the new pesticides specific to each GM corn. In 
addition, unintended direct or indirect metabolic consequences of the genetic modification cannot be 
excluded.

Since these three GMO varieties have been approved for human consumption in the EU, I would like 
to ask:

1. Does the Commission agree with the authors of the study, that the design of the tests carried out 
by Monsanto is insufficient, e.g. with regard to the length of the feeding trials, or with regard to 
the sample sizes?

2. In this regard, will the Commission revise the requirements concerning feeding trials and initiate 
an immediate revision of all GMOs authorised for human consumption? Does the Commission 
agree that no new GM varieties can be authorised until the risk assessment procedures have 
been adapted adequately?

3. In light of the study, will the Commission ban the three GMO varieties concerned from the EU 
market until they have proven to be safe? If not, why not?


