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WRITTEN QUESTION E-3430/10
by Cornelis de Jong (GUE/NGL), Jaromír Kohlíček (GUE/NGL), Sabine Wils (GUE/NGL) and Jacky 
Hénin (GUE/NGL)
to the Commission

Subject: Threat to small cross-border inland water transport operators

1. Is the Commission aware that the narrow canals in North-East France linking the Rhine, Moselle, 
Meuse, Marne and Rhone river basins form an essential link in the 30 000 km-long network of 
connections laid out in the 19th century between rivers in France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Belgium and Luxembourg with offshoots connecting to waterways in Poland, the Czech Republic, 
Austria, Hungary and Switzerland, and that small inland waterway vessels thus play an important 
role in internal transport within EU states as well as in cross-border transport, including via the 
hub of Strasbourg?

2. Is the Commission aware that small inland waterway vessels are ideally suited to 
environmentally friendly long-distance goods transport, and that this transport is largely run by 
small businesses which bear the full commercial risk for their vessels, while the operation of 
larger vessels on the largest rivers and canals is always more dependent on large businesses?

3. Is the Commission aware of the fear evoked among small inland waterway transport operators by 
the decision of the French state concern Voies Navigables de France no longer to use its income 
from tolls and levies on water transport to maintain the interlinking network of small canals in 
North-East France, but rather to withdraw 1250 km of waterways from use for these vessels by 
means of ‘declassification’, so that all future investments can be concentrated on a few wide 
canals for vessels over 1500 tonnes, such as a new Seine-Nord Canal between the Oise at 
Compiègne and the Scheldt (Escaut) near Valenciennes and Lille?

4. Does the Commission share our alarm at the situation set out in point 3, which means that the 
European waterway network will be split up into poorly connected or unconnected parts, and 
small inland waterway operators will be sidelined? If so, how does it propose to influence these 
plans? If the Commission has no powers in this area, what wishes will it convey to the French 
government as the competent authority?

5. What does the Commission propose to do to prevent the collapse of the European inland 
waterway network, thus creating even greater obstacles to cross-border goods transport by small 
vessels?  


