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Question for written answer E-7917/2010
to the Commission
Rule 117
Pascale Gruny (PPE) and Jean-Pierre Audy (PPE)

Subject: Pensions of European officials

According to information from various sources currently circulating on the internet, 340 European 
officials from the older Member States have been given the green light to retire at 50 on a monthly 
pension of EUR 9 000, reportedly in order to free up their jobs for officials from the new Member 
States.

These emails give details of specific cases, such as that of a deputy data protection supervisor, who 
is apparently due to receive EUR 1 515 per month as of November 2010 after only one year and 11 
months of service. It is also claimed that a registrar of the Court of Justice of the European 
Communities is to receive a pension of EUR 12 500 per month, a judge sitting at the Court of First 
Instance EUR 12 900 per month and an advocate general EUR 14 000 per month. These officials 
have reportedly been in office since the 1990s.

The emails claim that they have paid no pension contributions.

This information has been picked up, and reported in part, by the press.

News such as this is very worrying for the public, particularly in difficult times such as these when 
many Member States are reforming their pension systems.

In this context, the signatories to this question would like to ask the Commission if this information is 
accurate. If not, could it provide details of the pension system for European officials?


