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Question for written answer E-8158/2010
to the Commission
Rule 117
Harlem Désir (S&D)

Subject: Adoption of a legislative framework for fire safety measures in hotels in the EU

The 1986 Council recommendation on fire safety in hotels provides a basis for establishing common 
minimum standards in the European Union to guarantee the safety of hotel users. However, many 
stakeholders have emphasised that this instrument will be of limited impact.

Currently, many customers of hotels in the EU have no fixed abode and have been rehoused on an 
emergency basis in premises that are vulnerable in the event of a disaster, yet there is still no 
Community legislative framework for fire safety measures in hotels. The Member States have adopted 
different approaches, giving rise to a cluster of disparate legislation and enormous confusion.       

In France, for example, the State Secretary for Tourism announced on 20 July 2010 that the 
implementation of new fire safety measures for small hotels had been deferred from 2011 to 2015, as 
the economic survival of those establishments is said to be threatened by those provisions. Yet these 
were adopted in the wake of the tragic fire in April 2005 at the insalubrious, slumlord-run Paris-Opéra 
hotel, in which twenty people met their deaths.

Does the Commission not feel that the time has come to adopt a Europe-wide framework for safety in 
hotels? Does it envisage assisting Member States in their support for bringing the hotels concerned 
into line with standards?  

Does the Commission intend to initiate legislation on this matter?          


