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Subject: European Cup Final on 9 May (2)

Our previous question (E-2274/10/rev.1) in which we enquired whether the Commission would be 
prepared to contact UEFA to forward a proposal that a European football league cup final could be 
held on 9 May received a response from the Commission (E-2274/10/ES, by Mrs Vassiliou) to the 
effect that it 'acknowledges the autonomy of sporting organisations' as reflected in the last paragraph 
of point 4 of the White Paper on Sport (page 14).

The same White Paper on Sport concludes the above-mentioned paragraph by stating that the 
Commission is also 'ready to play a facilitating role or take action if necessary'.

Likewise, the White Paper indicates in point 2.7 (page 10) that 'when addressing sport in its 
development policies, the EU will make its best effort to create synergies with existing programmes of 
... private bodies. It will implement actions that are complementary or innovative with respect to 
existing programmes and actions'. Further on, in point 5.1 (page 13) it states that 'wide consultation 
with “interested parties” is one of the Commission’s duties'. Point 4 (page 13) of the same paper adds, 
in line with our proposal, that 'the Commission considers that certain values and traditions of 
European sport should be promoted'. 

We have floated the idea privately with UEFA and they appear receptive to the possible tabling of the 
European League final to coincide with this date on which Europe Day is celebrated. In view of the 
fact that Commissioner Vassiliou has drafted a proposal which seeks, among other things, to 
strengthen dialogue and cooperation with the sporting world, and also bearing in mind that the 
European Parliament has proposed that the EU and the Commission increase their cooperation with 
the IOC, FIFA and UEFA, is the Commission prepared to reconsider our proposal and contact UEFA 
to put forward a proposal to hold the European League cup final on 9 May?


