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Subject: Structural Funds in the 2007-2013 programming period

Information on the implementation of the Structural Funds at 31 December 2010 paints a picture 
marked by serious delays in several Member States, as shown in the Commission’s January 2011 
tables on progress in commitments/payments by country/objective. This situation can be partly 
attributed to the economic situation in the wake of the crisis, which left many Member States and local 
authorities with serious problems in raising the co-financing required to complement investment by the 
EU.

The fact that insufficient national funding is hindering compliance with co-financing plans may 
therefore be a major factor in determining whether huge amounts of funding are automatically 
decommitted in several Member States on 31 December 2011. This is undoubtedly more likely to 
occur in Member States where resources allocated to co-financing programmes under the Structural 
Funds were not excluded from the Stability Pact. Italy is one such Member State.

In regard to the current 2007-2013 programming period, could the Commission:

1. State whether joint measures are being considered to tackle the real risk of huge sums being 
automatically decommitted and lost to development policies, and whether such measures might 
include provisionally raising the EU’s share of the co-financing for all objectives;

2. Report on findings from monitoring the use made of the pre-financing received by the Member 
States from the Commission in accordance with Article 82 of Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006, 
as well as of commitments already made by the Commission regarding the additional interim 
payments available following the entry into force of the European Recovery Plan in 2009;

3. Say whether, as regards expenditure headings for these axes, it would be advisable and 
desirable to introduce further flexibility instruments to modulate expenditure commitments and their 
co-financing, in particular for the ESF and priority investments for development and innovation;

4. Report on any measures the Member States most at risk of decommitment have adopted at 
national and regional level.


