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Subject: Status of European refugee

The military intervention by forces belonging to the ‘coalition of the willing’ has once again drawn 
attention to the situation in North Africa and its repercussions on European immigration policy. Italy is 
located opposite the Libyan coast and is unquestionably the country most exposed to the risk of a 
mass exodus.

The European Pact on Immigration and Asylum – together with the Stockholm Programme, which 
establishes a new agenda for the European Union in the field of justice, freedom and security for the 
period 2010-2014 – sets out the criteria for formulating new EU policies on immigration and asylum. 
Both documents particularly concentrate on the need to harmonise the measures adopted by the 
various countries so as to move towards common immigration and asylum policies, with due 
consideration for the importance of placing immigration policies in a wider context of growth and 
development of the Union.

While on the one hand there is talk about effective controls at the external borders and the importance 
of concluding repatriation agreements with countries outside the EU from which refugees come, on 
the other hand little or nothing is said about what should be done at European level to distribute 
immigrants within the EU and ensure that these persons become a resource and not an 
encumbrance.

1. How will the Commission apply the principles of solidarity and cohesion within the Union to 
ensure that the burden of receiving refugees from Libya and other North African countries where 
the crisis has erupted does not fall on Italy alone?

2. Does the Commission consider it desirable to start thinking about establishing a status of 
‘European refugee’ which, without prejudice to regulation of migratory movements – a matter 
falling within the remit of the Member States – would be a decisive step in the management of 
the problem of immigration at Community level, incorporating it in those social policies and 
policies of intergenerational solidarity which Europe is planning in order to stimulate its own 
growth?


