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Subject: Draft technical standard submitted by Greece - 'Greek balsamic vinegar'

In June 2009 Greece submitted to the European Commission a draft technical standard in 
accordance with Directive 98/34/EC, with a view to obtaining authorisation for the production in 
Greece of a ‘Greek balsamic vinegar’ based on the special criteria and ingredients specified in the 
proposal. 

As is known, the term 'aceto balsamico' [balsamic vinegar] comes under the designations 'Aceto 
balsamico tradizionale di Modena' and 'Aceto balsamico tradizionale di Reggio Emilia', registered as 
PDOs under Regulation (EC) No 813/2000, and also under the designation 'Aceto balsamico di 
Modena' registered as a PGI under Regulation (EC) No 583/2009. 

If a Member State were able, on the basis of Directive 98/34/EC, to apply a technical standard to 
designate a food product using terms already included in an official designation registered as PDO or 
PGI, that would in effect cancel out all the advantages enjoyed by producers under such Community 
registrations.

If, for example, Denmark or the Netherlands obtained authorisation from the Commission to adopt 
technical standards allowing the production of cheeses designated, respectively, 'Dansk grana' 
(Danish Parmesan) and 'Holland grana' (Dutch Parmesan), that would totally destroy the 
effectiveness of the designation 'Grana Padano' PDO, made up of the name 'grana' and the 
geographical indication 'padano'. It would also conflict with the ruling by the Court of First Instance on 
12 September 2007 in Case T-291/03, according to which the name 'grana' is to be regarded as 
protected by registration of the designation. If this became established practice, it would put paid to 
the EU's efforts to safeguard the protected geographical designations of European food products.

Given also that in paragraphs 30 and 31 of its 'Parmesan' ruling, issued on 26 February 2008 in Case 
C-132/05, the Court of Justice has already ruled on the limits to the use of a registered protected 
designation, and given that Article 1(3) of Regulation (EC) No 510/2006 excludes protected 
designations (PDO and PGI) from the application of Directive 98/34/EC, can the Commission urgently 
provide detailed information on the stage reached in the procedure regarding the above draft 
technical standard submitted by Greece? 

Secondly, what position and what measures does the Commission propose to adopt on this matter, 
with a view to ensuring that the misuse of Directive 98/34/EC does not risk destroying the legal 
protection that the EU provides through the PDO and/or PGI registrations?


