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Subject: Purchasing a vehicle in Italy

A Spanish citizen has alerted me to the following problem: he owns a house in Puglia in which he 
resides for three months in the year. For his convenience, he considered purchasing a vehicle, which 
would remain in the city all year round. He thus thought it logical to buy one in Puglia. However, this 
proved impossible, as it would appear that only Italian residents or citizens can do so. As he did not 
wish to give up his Spanish citizenship since he lives in Spain for most of the year, he did not consider 
registering as a resident of Puglia. He then considered taking a vehicle from Spain to the city, but 
since vehicles must take a roadworthiness test every year or two, and are not approved at European 
level, it would be necessary to travel 2 400 km each way whenever testing was required.

Does the Commission consider it reasonable that a European citizen can purchase property in Italy 
but not a vehicle?

Does it not think that this breaches internal market rules?

Does it not think, moreover, that there should be Europe-wide standardisation of vehicle 
roadworthiness tests?


