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Subject: Situation on the European sugar market 

According to information from the business press, the situation on the European sugar market has 
become more complicated over the past few months. As a result of the EU decision to reform the 
‘sugar regime’, sugar production has plummeted, leading to a sharp rise in the price of this 
commodity. Moreover, the EU has changed from being a net exporter to a net importer, as illustrated 
by the Commission’s decision to authorise the duty-free import of 300 000 tonnes of sugar from third 
countries this year.

1. Does the Commission subscribe to the view that, by hindering the smooth functioning of the 
sugar market, the quota regime is responsible for the current situation?

2. Is the Commission willing to abolish the sugar quota system? If so, when does it intend to come 
up with a specific plan? If not, what specific measures does it intend to take in this field in 2011?


