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Rosario Crocetta (S&D), Vittorio Prodi (S&D), Mario Pirillo (S&D), Debora Serracchiani (S&D), 
Francesco De Angelis (S&D), Silvia Costa (S&D), Francesca Balzani (S&D), Luigi Berlinguer 
(S&D), Pier Antonio Panzeri (S&D), Salvatore Caronna (S&D), Paolo De Castro (S&D), Sergio 
Gaetano Cofferati (S&D), Rita Borsellino (S&D), David-Maria Sassoli (S&D), Patrizia Toia (S&D), 
Gianluca Susta (S&D) and Guido Milana (S&D)

Subject: Infringement of Directive 2009/148/EC of 30 November 2009, of Article 2(8) and Article 
14 of the ECHR, of Articles 1, 2, 20, 21, 31, 34, 35, 37, and 47 of the EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights, and of Articles 45, 153, 157, 173, and 174 of the TFEU

Even after the ruling of 13 December 1990 in Case C-240/89, in which the Court of Justice 
established that it had failed to transpose Directive 477/83/EEC, Italy is still not enforcing its domestic 
law in the proper manner and, moreover, is not fulfilling its obligations under the European 
Convention on Human Rights and the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, which have become 
binding following the adoption of the Treaty of Lisbon, or under the TFEU. This negligence is 
continuing in spite of the sharp rise in asbestos-related diseases and of the 4 000 deaths that they 
cause every year, as documented in the 2010 ISPELS report (in 2001 mesothelioma alone accounted 
for 1 229 deaths, to say nothing of all the other cases). Furthermore, the death toll resulting from other 
occupational diseases and industrial accidents is equally alarming.

An additional form of discrimination exists in terms of compensation and other insurance-based 
benefits for those who work with asbestos, and this contravenes Directive 79/7/EEC of 19 December 
1978.

Victims living in Sicily, the Veneto region, and the rest of Italy have already appealed to the 
Commission through administrative channels and brought actions before the European Court of 
Human Rights in an attempt to draw attention to the violation of the above-mentioned provisions.

1. Is the Commission aware of the facts set out above? What measures can be taken to protect 
Italian workers exposed to the effects of asbestos, whether on its own or in combination with 
other toxic substances?

2. What steps can be taken to make Italy comply with the Community legislation in force and 
transpose Directive 2009/148/EC?

3. What investment has been financed by the remediation and assistance funding granted to Italy 
and Sicily, Veneto, and the other Italian regions?


