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Subject: Restrictions on use of the Internet in Turkey

Access to the Internet is becoming increasingly difficult in Turkey as a result of increasing government 
restrictions prohibiting the use of domestic sites and blogs and hampering access to international 
sites, thereby infringing the rights of users. According to OSCE reports and a recent study entitled 
‘Freedom of the Press 2001’1, the Internet in Turkey is considered to be only  ‘partially free’ in view of 
‘radical censorship’ by the government of online content, while freedom indicators have been 
declining  over the last five years. According to the OSCE, over 5000 sites are being blocked in 
Turkey, a number of them being periodically banned for reasons which remain obscure (the YouTube 
site having been banned over 20 times between 2007 and 2010, prompting an appeal to the 
European Court of Human Rights). On the pretext of protecting underage users, the relevant 
legislation is being used to censor political content (for example, on pro-Kurdish and left-wing sites, 
sites belonging to independent news agencies or those belonging to the western media, such as the 
Spanish newspaper ‘El Mundo’). The Turkish telecommunications authorities have recently decided to 
ban the use of 138 terms in electronic addresses, which means that tens of thousands of sites are in 
danger of being shut down, and are calling for the compulsory use of Internet filters on all computers. 
In view of this:

1. What information does the Commission have concerning the restrictions being imposed by the 
Turkish Government on Internet users? Do these restrictions also apply to the illegally occupied 
Northern Cyprus (given that all its telecommunications infrastructures are controlled by the 
Turkish Government)?

2. What view does the Commission take of these restrictions? Does it consider them to be 
compatible with European values and the basic tenets of the EU?

3. What pressure has it brought to bear or does it intend to bring to bear on the Turkish 
Government with a view to having the restrictions lifted and restoring Internet freedom, thereby 
underpinning democracy, civil society and freedom of expression for national, political and social 
minorities in Turkey?

1 http://freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=668


