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Subject: A new UN Convention against mercenary activities

Mercenary activities are a threat to international peace and security and, like murder, piracy and
genocide, constitute a crime against humanity, and the mercenary forces operating in Libya and
elsewhere must therefore immediately be stopped.

The UN Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries, which
entered into force in 2001, has many weaknesses and was not adopted by those countries from which
most mercenaries come.

Could the Council promote the adoption of a more comprehensive and effective international legal
instrument, namely a new UN Convention against the use of mercenaries, aimed at forbidding any
kind of mercenary activity at global level, and also the use of so-called ‘private military and security
companies’ in areas of conflict abroad?
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