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Subject: European Programme of Food Aid for the Most Deprived Persons

Since 1986, provision has been made for surplus stocks of agricultural products to be donated to 
charities which help the most deprived members of society. The programme was subsequently given 
official status as the European Programme of Food Aid for the Most Deprived Persons (PEAD).

Today, the PEAD is a tangible manifestation of Union solidarity. It represents barely 1% of the budget 
for the common agricultural policy (CAP) and 0.4% of the total EU budget, but benefits more than 13 
million Europeans and is crucial to the work of most European charities.

The impact of the gradual fall in the volume of agricultural surpluses has been offset by a direct 
financial contribution to charities through the PEAD. Germany, which has reservations about this new 
development, recently brought an action before the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU), 
which ruled in its favour (CJEU ruling of 13 April 2011). Germany had challenged the PEAD on the 
grounds that, since its purpose had changed from that of disposing of surplus agricultural stocks, it 
was no longer consistent with the objectives of the CAP and should therefore no longer be funded as 
part of that policy.

As a result of this ruling, the Commission has been forced to reduce the annual PEAD budget from an 
average of EUR 500 million to EUR 113 million for 2012. At a time when demand for the services 
offered by food banks is increasing, this drastic reduction in aid granted to them could lead to the 
closure of several shelters and jeopardises the essential support that they provide to those in need.

In 2006 (P6_TA(2006)0125) Parliament alerted the Council and the Commission to the need to review 
the legal basis of the PEAD. In its reply to written question E-005067/2011, the Commission stated 
that its proposal for a revision of this legal basis had reached an impasse in the Council, thus leaving 
food banks and the people benefitting from the programme in an even more parlous situation for 2012 
and 2013.

On 29 June 2011 the Commission put forward a compromise (COM(2011)0500 Part 2) which 
proposed transferring the ‘scheme of food support for the most deprived persons’ to the ESF in order 
to provide permanent financing for the PEAD after 2014.

1. How does the Council intend to make up the shortfall in financing for the PEAD in 2012 and 
2013?

2. Does the Council endorse the recent Commission proposals to transfer the PEAD to the ESF? If 
not, how does it plan to amend the PEAD’s legal basis to provide permanent financing for it in the 
context of financial planning for the next programming period (2014-2020)?


