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Question for written answer E-007730/2011
to the Commission
Rule 117
Oriol Junqueras Vies (Verts/ALE)

Subject: Including Galicia's A Serra do Galiñeiro in the Natura 2000 network

A Serra do Galiñeiro in Galicia (Spain), a natural environment characterised by coastal mountains 
with prominent rock formations on their summits, is home to natural habitats of Community interest 
listed in Annex I (8220 and 8230) of Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation 
of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. It is also home to habitats favoured by species listed in 
Annex II of the Directive, as well as woodland areas, such as those also protected under codes 4020 
and 4040.  A Serra do Galiñeiro is a distinctive place, with ecological links to Monte Aloia Natural 
Park. It is also a popular site for leisure activities amongst those living in and around Vigo, one of the 
most densely populated areas of Galicia.    Article 10 of the aforementioned Directive says that, in 
their land-use planning and efforts to improve the ecological coherence of the Natura 2000 network, 
national authorities should encourage the management of those features of the landscape which 
favour the emergence of ecological corridors. A Serra do Galiñeiro's importance as a linear structure 
or corridor of this kind for the fauna and flora in the area is highlighted in technical documents held by 
the Galician Government. Protecting the area’s ecosystem through its possible incorporation into 
Monte Aloia Natural Park and inclusion in the Natura 2000 network would be of benefit to the entire 
community. 

Its inclusion in the Natura 2000 network is essential if the list of sites of Community interest is to be 
amended and improved. In Galicia’s case, even the Commission has said that the current proposal is 
not up to scratch, lacking in ambition and could be improved. 

Is the Commission aware that the Galician regional government is refusing to preserve A Serra do 
Galiñeiro, despite being aware of its environmental importance?

Is it aware of the strong protest movement which is calling for the area to be protected and included in 
the Natura 2000 network?

Does it know that the Galician Government intends to authorise the building of a wind farm in the 
same area, even though it meets all of the required environmental criteria for it to be incorporated into 
Monte Aloia National Park?

Does it know that the Galician Government possesses studies which call for the site to be made into a 
national park and included in the Natura 2000 network?


