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Subject:
Chemical pollutants in bathing water
Directive 2006/7/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 February 2006 concerning the management of bathing water quality and repealing Directive 76/160/EEC

is noteworthy for its insistence on bacteriological checks (for E coli and enterococcus bacteria) on bathing water, but makes no mention of chemical agents.
For some time now, a number of associations and bodies along the coastal region between Bayonne and Hendaye have been drawing attention to the presence of pollutants in Basque coastal waters and calling for closer monitoring by the authorities. These protest movements include the website www.vaguetoxique.com and Surfrider Foundation Europe. Pau University is also carrying out periodic analyses in order to prepare a full report on the topic. So far, tests have detected the presence of aliphatic hydrocarbons, detergents, pesticides, cadmium, etc.
It should be noted that the presence of these elements in the water, whether from industrial (Bisphenol A, polychlorinated biphenyls), hormonal (anabolic substances, contraceptive pills) or pharmaceutical (urban or hospital waste) sources, can have unwanted effects on human metabolism and even combine to cause hormonal disruptions with serious health effects.
How does the Commission view these calls for more exhaustive quality control?

Does the Commission believe that it would be useful to legally regulate and monitor the presence of chemical pollutants in bathing water?
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