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Ádám Kósa (PPE) and Jens Geier (S&D)

Subject: Ninety per cent of deaf children have hearing parents but how well can they 
communicate with them?

The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, ratified by the EU in January 2011, 
includes references to the rights of people using sign languages, and to official recognition of sign 
languages (Articles 21(e), 24(3)(b) and 30(4)). In 1988 and 1998, Parliament adopted two resolutions 
on sign languages, which also encouraged the Member States and the Commission to promote their 
use. In addition, the EU is committed to achieving a 75% Union-wide employment rate by 2020, an 
aim that cannot be realised without the inclusion of people with disabilities, among them one million 
deaf people most of whom are in low-status jobs as the result of a lack of proper education with sign 
language.

Fortunately, in some Member States, sign languages have been recognised as languages in their 
own right and services have been set up for the people who use them.

According to professional studies, when parents are more involved, schools also give greater 
consideration to the use of sign language. It is vital to build on this, and the starting point is 
acknowledgement of the presence of a sign-language environment, in schools as elsewhere. Even 
more importantly, parents should be able to communicate better with their own children in order to 
foster a higher level of acceptance and well-being among those deaf children who happen to be born 
into families whose other members do not have hearing impairments.

Experts also argue that deaf pupils who have sign-language-supported education will have much 
better opportunities in life generally, including with regard to higher education and access to the 
labour market. As Parliament’s newly adopted own-initiative report by Ádám Kósa on mobility and 
inclusion of people with disabilities also indicates, further efforts are needed to inform families about 
their disabled or deaf children’s needs and skills (see Recital L and Articles 9, 60, 80 and 105 of the 
resolution based on the report). The need for sign-language-supported education should, moreover, 
be understood in association with ensuring that parents have the opportunity to learn sign language(s) 
for their children’s sake.

What action does the Commission intend to take in order to promote sign languages among (hearing) 
parents with deaf or hard-of-hearing (SEN) children? What action does it intend to take with a view to 
ensuring that the parents of SEN children will receive suitable and reliable information on the 
advantages of sign languages? What action does it intend to take to ensure that parents of SEN 
children are not prevented from learning sign language?

How does the Commission intend to involve Member States, families and the deaf community in the 
promotion of sign languages in families of deaf and hard-of-hearing children?

Is the Commission, with the involvement of families with successful deaf children and of associations 
for the deaf, applying best practices from certain Member States that may be suitable for use 
EU wide?


