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Question for written answer E-010230/2011
to the Commission
Rule 117
Oriol Junqueras Vies (Verts/ALE)

Subject: Placing of salmon farming cages in the Muros y Noia estuary, Galicia

The Muros y Noia estuary in Galicia has one of the most productive fishing, shellfish and mussel 
farming industries of all the Galician estuaries. The sector has a major socio-economic impact in 
terms of economic survival and employment in these coastal areas, in addition to its evident 
importance in terms of biodiversity and the natural environment. It is also the home port for 611 
shellfish vessels whose crews gather shellfish both from the boat and on foot at low tide. These 
vessels make up a large part of this coastal nation's artisanal fleet and carry out fishing activities that 
are socially, economically and environmentally sustainable. Nevertheless, the estuary is under threat 
from an ecologically unsustainable project that has provoked a great deal of criticism and rejection on 
the part of the fishing sector and environmental organisations.

The autonomous government of Galicia has granted a permit for the placing of two industrial salmon 
farming cages owned by the company North West Food SL, an experimental project that is proving to 
be a failure since young salmon have been dying, but which the company and the autonomous 
government are intending to use as a pretext for authorising a large-scale project to farm 5 000 
tonnes of Atlantic salmon. The experimental installation did not comply with the requirement to inform 
and seek the views of the fishing sector and went ahead without any environmental impact 
assessment.

The placing of these experimental cages and the threat to place more cages in an area that is rich in 
nutrients and fishery resources is a further example of the unsustainable aquaculture being promoted 
by the Galician government, contrary to the communication from the Commission to the European 
Parliament and the Council 'Building a sustainable future for aquaculture - a new impetus for the 
strategy for the sustainable development of European aquaculture', which states that the Community 
will ensure that the European aquaculture industry develops in a way which is compatible with a high 
level of protection of the natural environment. The impact that salmon farming has on the surrounding 
waters means that the placing of salmon farming cages in the Muros y Noia estuary is incompatible 
with the necessary protection of the natural marine and fisheries environment.

1. Is the Commission aware of this situation?

2. Can it say whether any application has been made for funding from the European Fisheries Fund 
for this experimental authorisation?


