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Subject: Environmental alteration of Laxe beach as a result of the expansion of a breakwater

The port of Laxe (La Coruña) and the adjoining beach are seriously threatened by alterations in sea 
currents as a result of the expansion of a breakwater in 1988. This breakwater, constructed without 
any form of planning procedure, follows the marine and land contours of the port and has caused 
serious environmental changes in the area. The structure of the port, the sea currents and the 
dynamics of waves hitting the beach have been changed, creating a large build-up of sand on the 
seafront that affects the wastewater and sewage system. Tourism has been hit because the area has 
become less aesthetically pleasing as the mounds of sand created block the sea view.

These serious developments also have safety ramifications, as the build-up of sediment caused by 
both the breakwater and the passage of time, together with the intensity of the ocean swell, mean that 
Laxe cannot be used as a port of refuge in this part of the Costa da Morte, which the Commission 
knows for its rich fish stocks and for shipwrecks such as that of the Prestige.

In Laxe, the Bloque Nacionalista Galego (BNG) has presented numerous parliamentary initiatives and 
has encouraged the public to call for solutions and compel the relevant authorities to solve this 
problem, which affects the environment, maritime safety, tourism, quality of life and biodiversity in the 
area. The Spanish Government and the autonomous authorities have thus been urged to act, as a 
matter of urgency, to reverse the effects of the breakwater and restore the former sea currents by 
remodelling the dock.

Is the Commission aware of this problem?

Can it say whether this 1988 project received European cofinancing?

If the autonomous government of Galicia and the Spanish authorities apply for European support from 
the structural funds for a future project to reverse the effects of this dock breakwater, would the 
Commission be likely to approve such a project?


