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Subject: Dam on the river Umia (Galicia): continued blatant flouting of quality standards for water 
for human consumption

In its answer to question E-008444/2010 the Commission asked citizens living near the river Umia in 
Galicia to inform it if parasites or substances were detected in the Salnés district’s water supply, and 
promised that it would, in that event, take the necessary steps. The information provided by local 
residents’ groups reveals the poor status of the water from the A Baxe and Segade dams and the 
intense public alarm being caused by a situation in which virtually no water from the Umia dam is 
being consumed, for fear of its effects on human health. The findings of measurements for the 
Microcystis cyanobacterium and the analyses conducted by the Caldas de Reis Municipal Council 
show that the water supply for this part of O Salnés is permanently toxic. The water quality data 
provided to the public by the authorities are sketchy and unclear and not made available in real time: 
it can happen that they are not published until as late as a month after the relevant water quality 
checks have been carried out.

The Galician Government is in the process of awarding several contracts co-financed with the 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) in an attempt to mitigate the effects described above. 
It has not, however, evaluated the measures concerned or analysed their effectiveness. The huge 
outlay that it is incurring will not resolve the problems as regards water quality or the environment, but 
is merely being used for opportunistic measures aimed at public opinion. These facts are further 
evidence that building the dam amounts to a ghastly mistake of earth-shattering proportions by the 
Galician Government, a point already made in question E-001824/1999 and in Parliament’s 
Committee on Petitions.

Does the Commission have any information about the water quality situation regarding the Umia 
dam? Is Spain failing to comply with Directive 2000/63/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 23 October 2000 establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water policy 
and specifically with health-related water quality criteria? Will the Commission urge Spain to deal with 
this serious situation? How much European funding in all has been provided to co-finance projects 
connected with the dam? 


