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Subject: Relocation of Morgan, a wild orca, to a zoo in the Canary Islands

In June 2010 Morgan, a four-year-old female killer whale (orca), was found weak and wounded in the 
Wadden Sea, off the Dutch coast. She was rescued and sent to a local dolphinarium, where she was 
put on public display once she had recovered. At the same time, a small group of seven researchers, 
scientists and cetacean experts joined together to form the Free Morgan Group and began to 
campaign against her transfer to an aquatic theme park and for her release into the ocean.

A year ago, this group presented a rehabilitation plan to the Dutch Ministry of Agriculture and to the 
dolphinarium where Morgan was being kept. The ministry did not so much as look at the plan and 
ruled instead that the orca should remain captive in the dolphinarium. A court in Amsterdam has since 
decided that Morgan should be de relocated from the Netherlands to the Loro Parque theme park in 
the Canary Islands, where she will remain in captivity and be put on show to the public.

According to experts, Morgan's health and well-being will be seriously endangered if she is kept in a 
captive environment and displayed as a circus-style attraction in Loro Parque. When orcas are held in 
captivity, their survival rate and ability to successfully reproduce are significantly reduced, and they 
experience stress levels which can make them aggressive towards each other and their keepers, as 
well as leading to illness and even death.

In September 2011, the Commission reminded Spain of its duty to apply the rules on keeping captive 
wild animals in zoos in eight of its autonomous communities, including the Canary Islands, and stated 
that if it failed to do so the matter would once again be taken to the European Court of Justice. The 
court previously found against Spain in December 2010 for failing to duly inspect, authorise and if 
necessary close a number of zoos in Aragon, Asturias, the Balearic Islands, the Canary Islands, 
Cantabria, Castile and Leon, Extremadura and Galicia.

Is the Commission aware of the pending relocation of Morgan the orca?

Does the Commission intend to insist that the standards for keeping wild animals in Spanish zoos are 
upheld in this case?


