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Subject: Demonstration of floating offshore wind turbines

Wind power will undoubtedly be a mainstay of the energy and sustainability policies to be pursued by 
the EU in the decades ahead, especially since almost all other renewable energy sources are based 
on technologies that are still too embryonic and costly to be able to make a significant and competitive 
contribution in the medium term. However, the most suitable inland sites for wind turbines are already 
occupied; and the higher power of the new turbines (albeit with huge economies of scale) is such that 
the blades would be too big to transport by land and, because of their environmental impact (visually 
and in terms of noise), more and more difficult to install inland. That being the case, the idea of large 
offshore wind farms is becoming increasingly more persuasive. Furthermore, sea-winds are stronger 
and more constant than inland winds.

On the other hand, in deep waters – as EU waters mostly are – and at such distances from the coast 
that the inland impacts of the new turbines would be acceptable, that option would be too expensive if 
the arrays in question were fixed. Consequently, floating platforms for turbines a long way out to sea 
are being viewed as the necessary solution.

It was recently reported in the press that a floating offshore wind turbine demonstration project had 
been set up in Portugal, off Póvoa de Varzim.

Solutions of this type have to shown to be viable if they are to be adopted more widely and hence 
help to meet the European target of 20% of energy generated from renewable sources in 2020. To 
that end it will be essential to find out about and disseminate experience already acquired.

Apart from the above project, does the Commission know of any other floating offshore wind turbine 
projects in the EU? If so, where are they sited and how long have they been in operation? What is 
their installed power, and what has been their outcome?


