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Question for written answer E-012563/2011
to the Council
Rule 117
Raül Romeva i Rueda (Verts/ALE), Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE), Oriol Junqueras Vies 
(Verts/ALE), Salvador Sedó i Alabart (PPE), Maria Badia i Cutchet (S&D), Raimon Obiols (S&D) 
and Santiago Fisas Ayxela (PPE)

Subject: Europe of the Regions

Ever since the crisis began in 2008, discussions have been taking place in Europe on how to 
strengthen economic governance. Regrettably, as we saw at the last Council meeting, decisions are 
being taken overnight by the heads of state and government, and then announced by Mrs Merkel or 
Mr Sarkozy. In other words, all the democratic progress we achieved with the Lisbon Treaty in terms 
of the representation of the European Union is now playing second fiddle to intergovernmental 
decision-making processes.

To make matters worse, this method of decision-making takes no account whatsoever of the opinion 
of Europe’s regions, or their citizens. This is a particular problem when economic measures are 
adopted that then have to be implemented by the regions – in Spain’s case, the Autonomous 
Communities. They have no influence over the decisions taken by the states.

Given that a Europe that is close to its citizens is one which recognises the regions and nations within 
its Member States and therefore one that involves those regions and nations in its political decision-
making processes:

1. Does the Council take the view that the needs of Europe’s regions are being taken into account 
in the governmental decision-making process?

2. If not, does the Council take the view that this process is rather undemocratic and might drive a 
wedge between the EU and its citizens?

3. Is the Council willing to involve the Committee of the Regions, and in particular those regions 
with fiscal and legislative powers, in the negotiations on the forthcoming intergovernmental treaty 
on a new form of economic governance?


