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Question for written answer E-012684/2011
to the Commission
Rule 117
Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE), Raül Romeva i Rueda (Verts/ALE), Salvador Sedó i Alabart 
(PPE), Oriol Junqueras Vies (Verts/ALE), Santiago Fisas Ayxela (PPE), Maria Badia i Cutchet 
(S&D) and Raimon Obiols (S&D)

Subject: Possible inclusion of regions of systemic importance in the European Semester process

On 12 July 2011, the European Council adopted its recommendations on national reform programmes 
and its opinions on stability and convergence programmes under the 2011 European Semester. With 
the adoption of country-specific recommendations, so that the Member States might apply these 
recommendations before taking any key budgetary decisions.

This programme, still in its initial phase, is undergoing constant revision in order to make it into an 
efficient tool for effectively coordinating the budgets of the Member States of Europe. 
Notwithstanding, it does not yet take into consideration the role of regions with fiscal and legislative 
powers nor their crucial importance in combating the deficit and working towards budgetary 
harmonisation in Europe.

The OECD1, in a 2009 study, addressed this specific issue and made it known that the Spanish 
Comunidades Autónomas are responsible for approximately 30% of the expenditure of the Spanish 
state; in the Federal Republic of Germany the level of expenditure of the Länder is also of a similar 
order, as is the case in Belgium.

Therefore, coordination is also necessary at regional level in certain cases. This is particularly 
relevant when a region applies economic measures in line with European standards, but is unable to 
receive the approval of the European institutions to legitimise these, which makes it even more 
difficult for its citizens to understand the importance of measures of this nature.

Does the Commission believe that it would be useful to include some mechanism within the 
framework of the European Semester which would allow for the inclusion of those regions with fiscal 
and legislative powers which, given their economic turnover and volume of exports comparable to 
those of Member States, are of systemic importance for the entire European Union?

Does the Commission believe that it is possible to find some voluntary mechanism so that regions 
with fiscal and legislative powers which make them of systemic importance can participate in the 
European Semester process?

Does the Commission not believe that participation in the European Semester by the aforementioned 
regions with fiscal and legislative powers could be a rational and legitimising incentive for the approval 
of the budgetary harmonisation measures required if we are to achieve greater coordination at 
European level?

1 http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/28/6/42783063.pdf


