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Question for written answer E-001287/2012
to the Commission
Rule 117
Antolín Sánchez Presedo (S&D), Iratxe García Pérez (S&D), Alejandro Cercas (S&D), Carmen 
Romero López (S&D), Luis Yáñez-Barnuevo García (S&D) and Inés Ayala Sender (S&D)

Subject: Interoperability of electronic road toll systems in Europe

According to various sources, the electronic road toll device that is used to travel on Spanish 
motorways without the need to stop at tollbooths could also be used on Portuguese toll roads. Since 
interoperability of their electronic road toll devices is technically possible, making it a reality requires 
enabling invoicing between concession-holders in the infrastructure and the financial bodies that are 
responsible for toll collection in both countries.

Although the Spanish roadway authority and Portuguese representatives have identified the 
necessary steps to make their systems work compatibly, there are no plans to enter into an official 
agreement and make this a reality.

The interoperability of electronic road toll systems is a problem that is not unique to the relationship 
between Spain and Portugal. It affects infrastructures that are located in other Member States of the 
European Union and that are financed, in many cases, with Community funds, and it even affects the 
connections to neighbouring non-EU countries such as Switzerland.

This situation affects the exercise of fundamental freedoms, the integration of payment systems and 
the functioning of the internal market in the EU, as well as mobility in Europe. Therefore, the 
Commission is asked to respond to the following:

1. Based on the information gathered in connection with previous questions, does the operation of 
the road tolls introduced by Portugal on its motorways connecting to Spain comply with EU law?

2. Bearing in mind the legislation on interoperability and, in particular, Directive 2004/52/EC on road 
toll systems:

– Does the Commission believe that additional measures are necessary to resolve this situation?

– What initiatives is the Commission planning to adopt in order to ensure that the systems are truly 
interoperable?

– Is the Commission planning a programme to extend such initiatives to other neighbouring 
countries?


