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Question for written answer E-001296/2012
to the Commission
Rule 117
Sergio Gaetano Cofferati (S&D) and Francesca Balzani (S&D)

Subject: Solidarity Fund and floods in Liguria and Tuscany (Italy)

Following the extremely heavy flooding that hit the Italian provinces of La Spezia and Massa-Carrara 
in October 2011, and given the dramatic impact of the floods throughout the region, the huge damage 
to infrastructure, communications and built-up areas, and the deep and lasting repercussions for living 
conditions and economic stability in the region, the Italian authorities have submitted to the 
Commission, within the regulation ten-week time-limit, a request to activate the EU Solidarity Fund.

The damage caused by these floods is estimated to be in excess of EUR 700 million (EUR 560 million 
in Liguria alone).

In Liguria, the floods also hit locations of great cultural interest, particularly the Cinque Terre area.

The Cinque Terre area has been declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO, and constitutes an 
extraordinary example of interaction between human society and nature, capable of producing a 
unique environment, built over hundreds and thousands of years of human work, which plays an 
important socio-economic role in community life.

It is also one of the few European sites registered on the UNESCO World Heritage Site list as a 
‘cultural landscape’.

The affected sites in Cinque Terre will require large-scale restoration and significant and costly 
intervention if they are to fully recover their original splendour.

The flood damage will lead to a long and difficult suspension of tourism in the area, with severe 
effects on the local economy, and, in particular, on an agriculture based on traditional methods and 
processes.

Given the above, does the Commission believe that the EU Solidarity Fund could be activated 
following the request put forward by the Italian authorities?

In addition, does the Commission consider, for the reasons mentioned above and given the particular 
value and cultural interest of the affected areas, that there is a possibility of providing more aid than 
the 2.5 % allocated to the part of Liguria affected by the flooding?


