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Question for written answer E-002729/2012
to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative)
Rule 117
Patrizia Toia (S&D), Roberta Angelilli (PPE), Andrea Cozzolino (S&D), Gianni Pittella (S&D), 
Guido Milana (S&D), Mario Borghezio (EFD), Aldo Patriciello (PPE), Sergio Gaetano Cofferati 
(S&D), Rita Borsellino (S&D), Paolo De Castro (S&D), Fiorello Provera (EFD), Niccolò Rinaldi 
(ALDE), Mara Bizzotto (EFD), Francesco Enrico Speroni (EFD), Gianluca Susta (S&D), Oreste 
Rossi (EFD), Luigi Ciriaco De Mita (PPE), Debora Serracchiani (S&D), David-Maria Sassoli 
(S&D), Salvatore Caronna (S&D), Francesca Balzani (S&D), Andrea Zanoni (ALDE), Roberto 
Gualtieri (S&D), Silvia Costa (S&D), Giuseppe Gargani (PPE), Rosario Crocetta (S&D), Sonia 
Alfano (ALDE), Erminia Mazzoni (PPE), Sergio Paolo Frances Silvestris (PPE), Amalia Sartori 
(PPE), Mario Pirillo (S&D), Leonardo Domenici (S&D), Carlo Fidanza (PPE), Francesco De 
Angelis (S&D), Magdi Cristiano Allam (EFD), Paolo Bartolozzi (PPE), Claudio Morganti (EFD), 
Cristiana Muscardini (PPE), Salvatore Tatarella (PPE), Potito Salatto (PPE), Vincenzo Iovine 
(ALDE), Alfredo Antoniozzi (PPE), Elisabetta Gardini (PPE), Pier Antonio Panzeri (S&D), Licia 
Ronzulli (PPE), Vittorio Prodi (S&D), Gabriele Albertini (PPE), Carlo Casini (PPE) and Lorenzo 
Fontana (EFD)

Subject: VP/HR - Arrest of Italian marines in India

On 15 February 2012, police from Kochi, a town in the south of India, arrested two Italian marines: 
Massimiliano Latorre, a 45-year-old from Taranto, and Salvatore Girone, a 34-year-old from Bari (both 
serving in the San Marco regiment which is housed in the Carlotto barracks in Brindisi). They were 
involved in the killing of two fishermen mistaken for pirates, Valentine Jalastine and Ajeesh Binki, 
which occurred off the Indian coast while the marines were on board the oil tanker Enrica Lexie.

On 6 March, at the end of the scheduled two-week period in police custody, the Kollam court ordered 
the marines to be remanded in judicial custody in the central prison of Thiruvananthapuram, the 
capital of Kerala, albeit in a cell of their own where they receive special treatment.

Out of respect for the victims and their families, it is important to shed light on the events that took 
place.

Massimiliano Latorre and Salvatore Girone are not only Italian soldiers, but European ones. Since the 
incident occurred in international waters, this affair could set an extremely serious precedent not only 
for Italian soldiers overseas, but for all nations that deploy their own military in the defence of civilian 
ships against piracy, sadly still an all-too-common phenomenon against which Europe is committed to 
fighting.

The Italian Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Staffan de Mistura, has called for the 
involvement of European partners in the matter.

Can the High Representative therefore answer the following questions:

1. What action has she taken with respect to these events? Are there grounds for the High 
Representative to make representations to the Indian authorities in order to secure the 
immediate release of the two soldiers?

2. What action has the High Representative taken, and what action does she intend to take, to 
avoid cases like this from occurring in the future?


