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Subject: EU-wide validity of visas held by Ukrainian citizens 

According to the internet editions of leading Ukrainian media sources – including TSN of 
12 March 2012, UNIAN of 13 March 2012, Deutsche Welle Ukrainian edition of 15 March 2012, and 
Radio Svoboda of 22 March 2012 – on 10 March 2012, German police from the border town of Görlitz 
carried out an inspection of a tourist coach from Ukraine which was travelling through Poland and 
Germany. This inspection resulted in the detention of six Ukrainian tourists, who were immediately 
forced to leave Germany, though all of them had valid Schengen visas entitling them to travel 
throughout the European Union. Their long-stay business visas were issued by one of Poland’s 
consulates in Ukraine.

The German Embassy in Kiev officially justified the police’s conduct by referring to regulations 
stipulating that a citizen of a given non-EU country who has a Schengen visa issued by another 
Member State may move freely within the territory of the Federal Republic of Germany only for the 
purposes stipulated in the visa. The visa holder should prove and document the visa’s type and the 
purpose of travel. It therefore seems that a dangerous precedent is being set, posing a real threat to 
over 300 000 Ukrainians who have multiple-entry Schengen visas.

In this connection:

1. Did the Ukrainian businessmen who travelled to Germany as tourists break the law of the 
Schengen Area by using valid business visas?

2. If they did indeed break the law, what specific provisions were violated?

3. Does possessing a valid business visa issued by a given Member State make it impossible to 
move freely throughout the EU for reasons other than business?

4. Does the Commission intend to change procedures in order to allow for the simultaneous 
possession of business and tourist visas, with no need for the prior cancellation one of the types 
of visa?


