Question for written answer E-004126/2012

to the Commission

Rule 117

Jean-Pierre Audy (PPE)

Subject:
Compliance by the European Court of Auditors with the second subparagraph of Article 287(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU)
The second subparagraph of Article 287(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) states that: ‘The Court of Auditors shall provide the European Parliament and the Council with a statement of assurance as to the reliability of the accounts and the legality and regularity of the underlying transactions which shall be published in the Official Journal of the European Union. This statement may be supplemented by specific assessments for each major area of Union activity.’
Over the years, the European Court of Auditors has presented this statement of assurance in different ways and, more recently, for the financial year ending on 31 December 2010, in the form of four opinions on:
–
the reliability of the accounts;
–
the legality and regularity of revenue underlying the accounts;
–
the legality and regularity of commitments underlying the accounts;
–
the legality and regularity of payments underlying the accounts, together with evidence supporting this last opinion, which is unfavourable.
The fact that the Court of Auditors has presented a statement of assurance following its audit in the form of four separate opinions makes it difficult for the European Parliament to decide whether it is dealing with a positive or negative statement of assurance. However, it is vital that the Court of Auditors’ opinion is accurately assessed by the European Parliament so that, in full knowledge of the facts, it can monitor the Commission and exercise its political responsibility which involves – acting on a recommendation from the Council – giving a discharge to the European Commission in respect of the implementation of the EU budget pursuant to Article 319 TFEU based on the statement of assurance referred to in the second subparagraph of Article 287(1) TFEU.
In view of this, I am asking whoever it may concern at the Commission, whether, by submitting its statement of assurance like this with four separate opinions, the European Court of Auditors is acting in strict compliance with Article 287 TFEU, which provides for a single statement of assurance and not several opinions?
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