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Subject:
Delays in approvals for genetically modified organisms (GMOs)
In December 2008, the Council of Ministers unanimously agreed on conclusions that point, among other things, to the ‘necessity of continuing processing applications without undue delays and respecting the relevant EC international obligations’. The relevant EU legislation (in particular Article 7 of Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003) states that the Commission should submit applications for the approval of GMOs that have a clean bill of health from the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) to the Member States within a maximum of three months to enable a decision to be made on possible approval.
1.
Can the Commission confirm that between 2004 and 2011 more than twice as many applications were received as approvals granted?
2.
How many applications for approval of GMOs that have a clean bill of health from the EFSA does the Commission currently have on its desk?
3.
How many of these have been presented to the responsible standing committee and/or the next body in line (the Council or the appeal board) for a decision within the given deadline?
4.
How does the Commission explain the failure to comply with the statutory deadlines mentioned above?
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