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Question for written answer E-005758/2012
to the Commission
Rule 117
Bart Staes (Verts/ALE) and Margrete Auken (Verts/ALE)

Subject: European mandate to negotiate a binding treaty at the World Intellectual Property 
Organisation (WIPO) to improve access to books for blind people

At Parliament’s plenary session on 15 February 2012, Commissioner Michel Barnier responded to an 
oral question (O-000006/2012 - B7-0030/2012) from MEPs based on a European Blind Union petition 
to Parliament, asking the Commission and Member States to back a binding treaty at the World 
Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) to improve access to books for blind people.

Mr Barnier said, ‘I want to find, in the weeks to come, sufficient agreement among EU Member States 
to actively pursue the treaty path. I will meet governments, one by one, and in a forthcoming Council 
meeting I will seek this mandate [for an effective binding treaty] from both the Commission and the 
Council’.

A strong resolution in favour of an effective and binding treaty was approved unanimously by 
Parliament, and the Commissioner promised to report back to Parliament on this matter.

To date no concrete and detailed information has been provided in writing about the Commission’s 
position on the WIPO negotiation text. According to other negotiators, the EU’s positions are not 
facilitating swift progress toward the convening of a diplomatic conference that could ratify the treaty 
for visually-impaired and other print-disabled people.

1. What progress has the Commissioner made in seeking this mandate from the Commission and 
the Council?

2. Can the Commissioner indicate what stumbling block he has encountered to finding a common 
European mandate for negotiating this issue?

3. Will the Commission do everything in its power to make certain that the 24th session of the 
Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights on 16 July 2012 negotiates a simple, 
effective and binding treaty to ensure access to published works for blind and other print-disabled 
people?


