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Question for written answer E-005833/2012
to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative)
Rule 117
Emer Costello (S&D), Kyriacos Triantaphyllides (GUE/NGL) and Margrete Auken (Verts/ALE)

Subject: VP/HR - Israel's policy of administrative detention

Administrative detention is a procedure that allows Israel to hold detainees without charge or trial for a 
period up to six months, which can be renewed repeatedly. As of April 2012, 309 Palestinians are 
being held in administrative detention by the Israeli authorities, including one man who has been held 
for over five years and 24 members of the Palestinian Legislative Council. Until recently, some 2 000 
prisoners had been on hunger strike and had been demanding better conditions during confinement 
and an end to detention without trial.

International law only permits administrative detention under specific, narrowly prescribed 
circumstances as defined by the Fourth Geneva Convention – for example, as an emergency 
measure in wartime. However, the protracted use of administrative detention by the Israeli authorities, 
principally as a measure to constrain Palestinian political activism, clearly violates the rules of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention and detainees’ right to a fair trial, which is guaranteed by Article 14 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and by Articles 9 and 10 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights.

The UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories, Richard 
Falk, has stated that Israel’s wide use of administrative detention flies in the face of international fair 
trial standards. Indeed, the High Representative has recently reiterated the EU’s longstanding 
concern over the extensive use by Israel of administrative detention without formal charge, stating that 
detainees have the right to be informed about the charges underlying any detention and to be subject 
to a fair trial. Moreover, the EU missions in Jerusalem and Ramallah have echoed the High 
Representative’s statement and called for the full respect of international rights obligations towards all 
prisoners.

Given that Article 2 of the EU-Israel Association Agreement states that relations between the parties, 
as well as all the provisions of the Agreement itself, shall be based on respect for human rights and 
democratic principles,

1. What is the EU’s formal position regarding administrative detention?

2. What action has the Vice-President/High Representative taken to date, and what action does she 
propose to take regarding administrative detention?

3. Would the Vice-President/High Representative support the establishment of a fact-finding 
mission of Parliament to investigate the use of administrative detention?

4. Has the Vice-President/High Representative considered mandating the EU missions in 
Jerusalem and Ramallah to intervene directly in individual cases of administrative detention?


