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Question for written answer E-005950/2012
to the Commission
Rule 117
Mario Pirillo (S&D), Debora Serracchiani (S&D), Luigi Berlinguer (S&D), Salvatore Caronna 
(S&D), Gianluca Susta (S&D), Rita Borsellino (S&D), Gianni Pittella (S&D) and Rosario Crocetta 
(S&D)

Subject: Alleged breach of European Parliament and Council Directive 2009/148/EC of 
30.11.2009.

Directive 2009/148/EC was adopted in November 2009, aimed at the protection of workers against 
risks linked to exposure to asbestos during work, to protect their rights, particularly those covered by 
articles 2, 8 and 14 of the ECHR and articles 1, 2, 20, 21, 31, 34, 35, 37, 47 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights, and 45, 153, 157, 173, 174 of the TFEU. The Italian Republic has 
already been condemned by the Court of Justice through its ruling of 13.12.1990 in action No. 
240/1989, for failure to implement the previous directive No. 477/83/EEC.

The Italian Republic continues to fail to apply the rules of the Union and this gives rise to an 
exponential increase in pathologies linked to asbestos and the resultant deaths, over 5,000 per year, 
with discrimination also in providing social services to workers, thus breaching specific community 
rules, including those in Directive No. 79/7/EEC of 19.12.1978, especially vis-à-vis persons and 
workers in sites in the Region of Sicily and the Region of The Veneto, as well as others.

Victims and workers have launched various legal actions to the Commission and recourses to the 
European Court of Human Rights, in order to obtain the adherence and/or the application of the rules 
of the Treaties and other European Union legal precedents.

The Commission is asked:

1. if it is aware of the above matter and what provisions it has undertaken.

2. if this is not the case, in relation to the rule covered by articles 20 and 21 of the Nice Charter, and 
article 1, prot. 1, and 14 ECHR and 157 TFEU, to establish a commission of enquiry on the 
modus operandi of the Italian Republic and auxiliary bodies and to investigate the discrimination 
to which workers in the Region of Sicily are subject in the provision of social and welfare services 
for harm caused by asbestos, as well as the suitability of launching breach proceedings and any 
other action in order to obtain observance of the legal regulations of the Union.

3. if and how the loans obtained by the Region of Sicily have been used, as well as those from the 
European Regional and Structural Development Funds.


