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Subject: Hexachlorobenzene (HCB) stockpile in Gdańsk

In Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, the Republic of Moldova, the 
Russian Federation, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan more than 250 000 tonnes of 
obsolete pesticides and chemicals are piling up in warehouses as well as on unprotected sites, in 
corroded, leaking barrels or in plastic bags that are damaged or completely destroyed.

Recognising that this situation constitutes an international environmental problem, the European 
Union has allocated EUR 7 million via the Neighbourhood Policy to assist the former Soviet states in 
building the capacity required to handle and ultimately destroy the chemicals and pesticides safely, 
without exporting the problem to other regions.

Recently, however, a large quantity (12 000 tonnes) of hexachlorobenzene (HCB) was exported from 
Ukraine to a plant in Gdańsk, Poland, where it was to be destroyed. HCB is known to be carcinogenic, 
bioaccumulative and very persistent, and is furthermore banned globally under the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants. The HCB stockpile has now become an emergency. 
Video evidence shows that the HCB is stored in bags that leak, with the stockpile now threatening to 
pollute the whole Baltic Sea (http://www.ihpa.info/2012/06/).

1. Does the Commission recognise that obsolete chemicals and pesticides in the former Soviet 
states should be destroyed as close to the source as possible, in accordance with the Basel 
Convention?

2. The Commission has stated that EUR 600 million is required in order to deal effectively with the 
problem of obsolete pesticides and chemicals in the former Soviet states. Does the Commission 
plan to provide further assistance to these states with a view to solving a problem which 
ultimately also constitutes a threat to human health and the environment in the EU?

3. In order to prevent an environmental catastrophe, does the Commission plan to take action in 
response to the immediate emergency situation in Gdańsk by harnessing European expertise to 
make sure that the HCB stockpile is treated safely?

http://www.ihpa.info/2012/06/
http://www.ihpa.info/2012/06/

