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Subject: Action against the red palm weevil pest in Mediterranean areas

The Palmeral of Elche is of major importance from a cultural and historical point of view as a unique 
example of Arab agricultural techniques in Europe. The landscape formed by the palm tree gardens of 
Elche, with their complex irrigation systems, was created in the 8th century when much of the Iberian 
Peninsula was under Muslim rule. However, there are sound reasons for believing that its origins may 
be even more ancient and could date back to the time of Phoenician and Roman settlement in the 
region. In 2000, Unesco declared the Palmeral a World Heritage Site.

Today the Palmeral of Elche is suffering the effects of an insect pest known as ‘red palm weevil’ 
(Rhynchophorus ferrugineus), which attacks palm trees and is spreading uncontrollably throughout 
the Iberian Peninsula, particularly through Catalonia, Andalusia, Valencia, Murcia and the Canary 
Islands.

This pest, which appears to have originated in Egypt, has spread along the entire Mediterranean 
coast and has affected a large number of southern European countries. Without treatment or early 
detection, an attack by these insects leads to the death of the affected palm trees. The larvae of the 
weevil burrow into the middle of the trunk where they feed on the soft tissue. The spread is rapid as 
the insect can fly from tree to tree.

In the Valencia region, the nursery business association in the province has estimated the additional 
cost to producers of treatments to combat the pest at EUR 500 000 a year. In terms of economic 
damage, amongst other things, this pest particularly affects palm tree growers, mainly small and 
medium-sized enterprises which have seen their plantations destroyed, with the associated economic 
losses. Given Spain’s economic crisis, the impact of the pest can only worsen the producers’ 
situation.

What measures will the Commission take to try to control the red palm weevil pest affecting palm tree 
growers?

Has it revised pest-control measures to stop the pest’s relentless spread, particularly by increasing 
checks on palm imports from north Africa?

In the context of the common agricultural policy, are there any plans for compensating producers 
affected by insect pests from third countries?


