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Question for written answer E-006731/2012
to the Commission
Rule 117
María Muñiz De Urquiza (S&D), Antonio Masip Hidalgo (S&D), Iratxe García Pérez (S&D), Sergio 
Gutiérrez Prieto (S&D), Miguel Angel Martínez Martínez (S&D) and Inés Ayala Sender (S&D)

Subject: Viability of European investment in carbon-free technologies

The Compostilla Energy City (Spain), for which the EU is providing 43 % of the total investment 
budget of EUR 251.1 million, is one of six carbon capture and storage projects being co-financed by 
the EU. The others are Hatfield (UK), Rotterdam (the Netherlands), Porto Tolle (Italy), Belchatow 
(Poland) and Janschwalde (Germany). For Spain, the project is an extremely important one which 
expands the technological horizon and competitiveness of the country’s industry and forms part of 
effort to reduce the polluting effects of carbon emissions, in line with climate change objectives. 
Furthermore, a pioneering technology development centre has been built in Cubillos del Sil – the 
Oxycombustion and Carbon Capture Programme – to determine the technical and economic viability 
of different ways of capturing CO2.

A total budget of EUR 133.5 million was assigned for the three-year period from 2012 to 2015, of 
which almost 40 % (EUR 45.3 million) came from European funds. This funding came from a number 
of research programmes financed by, among other sources, the EU’s 7th Framework Programme for 
research and development.

1. Is the Commission aware that the Energy City project is in danger, and that employees working 
on the spatial development of the project have already been informed of a labour force 
adjustment plan which threatens over 200 of their jobs?

2. How does the Commission view the continuation or suspension of this investment, which 
represents a future cornerstone of research into viable ways of reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions from power plants?

3. Does the Commission consider that the premature closure of mines in Spain may place this 
project at risk?

4. Does the Commission believe that the existence of an autochthonous coal mining industry in 
Spain has positive implications for the Compostilla Energy City project?


