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Subject: EU strategy for stemming the influx of counterfeit goods from China

Counterfeiting and piracy have a disastrous effect on business. By violating intellectual property 
rights, they result in major financial losses for manufacturers and retailers and trick consumers. The 
European Union and the individual Member States have for years been attempting to combat this type 
of fraud by bringing penalties and other deterrents to bear and encouraging rights holders to contact 
the supervisory authorities. It was recently decided to set up a European Counterfeiting and Piracy 
Observatory to monitor compliance with intellectual property rights and coordinate EU and national 
measures. Furthermore, the EU and China (the source of by far the largest proportion – some 60% – 
of counterfeit goods confiscated at EU borders) have signed a dedicated action plan for closer 
customs cooperation in enforcing intellectual property rights.

The action plan covers: the setting up of a working party to look into counterfeit goods flows between 
China and the EU; the exchange of information on intellectual property risks; operational cooperation 
among the main ports and airports; exchanges of officials; and the development of partnerships with 
the private sector in China, with a view to making it easier to intercept suspicious consignments.

1. How does the Commission intend to enhance the role and powers of the Observatory in order to 
be able to gain an accurate picture of the scale of this problem and its impact on the economy, 
society and jobs in Europe and to bring it under control once and for all?

2. How does it intend to step up cooperation between the EU and China with a view to improving 
information exchange and the coordination of anti-counterfeiting action and bringing the relevant 
national legislation more closely into line with EU law?

3. Will it take specific steps to provide consumers with more information and better guidance on the 
problem of counterfeiting and will it review its strategy on counterfeiting and piracy in the light of 
the Europe 2020 strategy and the Monti Report?


