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Rule 117
Charalampos Angourakis (GUE/NGL)

Subject: Thousands of children in Greece to be deprived of access to nurseries

Thousands of families in Greece are faced with the inability of many nurseries of municipalities to 
accommodate their children in September. The public facilities for infants and toddlers, which are in 
any case in very short supply and are often housed in unsuitable premises, will soon see their 
capacity reduced still further, since an increasing number of municipalities - especially in Attica - have 
announced that they are closing nurseries and firing staff, who in many municipalities have not been 
paid for months.

The municipal authorities are excluding thousands of children, since they do not allow unemployed or 
uninsured mothers and the wives of the self-employed who lend a hand in family businesses to apply 
for a nursery place. The children of immigrants are also excluded, because their parents are 
unemployed or working illegally. Thousands of mothers who need to work to contribute to the meagre 
family income are thus forced to remain unemployed, staying at home to care for their children. If the 
parents provide an employment and insurance certificate, they find themselves competing for a 
nursery place on the basis of last year's family income - an income which has since fallen dramatically 
due to wage cuts, job rotation, the successive taxes and price increases; this means that, if the child 
is selected, they face high charges quite out of keeping with their current meagre income. Such is the 
situation in Greece at a time when properly staffed, safe and modern nurseries are essential for the 
proper education, normal development and socialisation of children.

The municipal authorities, the Association of Municipalities of Attica and the ND-SYRIZA-PASOK- 
DIMAR parties which run their administrations have a long-term responsibility for this disastrous state 
of affairs, but have nothing to say about the bankruptcy of municipalities and the replacement of 
public social infrastructures by the 'solidarity economy and charity' networks which are intended to 
reassure people and ensure their the permanent impoverishment. The fascist 'Golden Dawn' party 
occludes the real culprit, and instead points to immigrants and their children as the cause of the 
problem, claiming more generally that they are responsible for the fact that the lives of working 
families have been shattered. This party is now threatening to throw immigrant children of out of 
nurseries.

Will the Commission condemn the dismissal of nursery workers and the closure of childcare facilities 
that will deprive thousands of infants and toddlers of access to nurseries?


