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Question for written answer E-007844/2012
to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative)
Rule 117
Georgios Koumoutsakos (PPE) and Ioannis Kasoulides (PPE)

Subject: VP/HR - Large wave of refugees from Syria to Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq

One of the extremely serious consequences of the bloody civil war in Syria has been to trigger a large 
wave of refugees to neighbouring countries (Turkey, Jordan, Iraq and Jordan). However, the impact of 
the refugee wave is already causing ripples of alarm further afield in the Eastern Mediterranean, 
including the territories of EU Member States, such as Greece and Cyprus.

The problem is expected to worsen both as a result of the situation in Syria, which is deteriorating day 
by day, and because of the inability of neighbouring countries, such as Turkey and Jordan, to 
accommodate the massive influx of refugees. The recent statement by the Turkish Foreign Minister 
that Turkey would soon no longer be able to cope with the influx of refugees from Syria into its 
territory is typical.

In view of the above, will the High Representative say:

1. Has she already taken any measures or drawn up plans to address this situation which also has 
implications for EU Member States?

2. Does she agree with the proposal already being considered by the UN Security Council to set up 
refugee camps on Syrian soil?

3. Has she initiated cooperation to this effect with the UN and if so what is the content and outlook for 
such cooperation?

4. Has she considered or will she consider measures to assist those Member States that will be 
affected by this situation, such as neighbouring countries of Turkey which will by extension be 
receiving large numbers of refugees?

5. In light of these alarming developments, are new political moves or demarches being discussed to 
put pressure on Turkey to implement the EU-Turkey Readmission Agreement as soon as possible?


