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Subject: Disposal of hazardous waste in the Porto Marghera area

In 2001, a plant in the Porto Marghera area which had produced phosphoric acid up to 1994 was 
demolished, and the site decontaminated. Some 500 tonnes of various types of material 
contaminated by radionuclides of natural origin were packed in 67 ‘Casagrande’ containers and 
temporarily stored in a restricted zone within the port precincts pending disposal.

This has not yet occurred, however.

The reason why the problem has not been resolved up to now is the apparent inability of the relevant 
Italian authorities to determine which rules should apply to the disposal of this material, in other 
words, whether it is covered by the rules relating to waste (given that the radionuclides are of natural 
origin and have not been processed in view of their radioactive, fissile or fertile properties) or by 
radiation protection legislation. 

Meanwhile, the local community is being exposed to a potentially serious environmental and public 
health risk.

This being so,

1. Have the Italian authorities informed the Commission of the situation outlined above and asked 
for its opinion as to which legislation should apply?

2. Given that the material declared to be waste and packed in the ‘Casagrande’ containers does not 
result from processing but from the dismantling of a phosphoric acid production plant, does the 
Commission consider that it is subject to the provisions of Directive 2008/98/EC and Regulation (EC) 
No 1013/2006 on waste, albeit in full compliance with the standards for the protection of the health of 
workers and the general public, or does it fall within the scope of Directive 96/29/EURATOM?


