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Subject: Fires in the summer of 2012: time for enhanced cooperation?

Fuelled by the heat waves, numerous fires ravaged the forests of southern Europe in the summer of 
2012, in Spain, France, Italy, Portugal, Greece and neighbouring countries, Bosnia and Croatia. In 
addition to the loss of life, there were agricultural and economic losses and irreversible damage to 
biodiversity and the European countryside.

Spain suffered particularly devastating fires after the driest winter in 70 years. According to the 
Spanish Minister for Agriculture, over 150 000 hectares were burnt between 1 January and 26 
August, representing 0.55% of the country’s forest. In Portugal, the fires not only caused victims, they 
destroyed about 84 000 hectares according to the latest official information. In France large-scale 
forest fires devastated 400 hectares in the Ariège, 900 hectares in the Bouches-du-Rhône and over 
600 hectares in the Landes, with EUR 2 000 000 damage in that department alone. In Greece, the 
island of Chios suffered immeasurable losses in mastic crops and production from bees.

Over the last 10 years, the number of fires in Europe has been increasing. On average in the 
European Union 500 000 hectares of forest are burnt every year. This can be partly explained by 
drought and heat waves. But it should be stressed that the main original cause of forest fires is human 
intervention: 90% of fires are started by human activity, whether accidental or criminal. Prevention is 
thus essential.

Because of the repeal of Regulation 2158/92/CEE, there is no longer a specific European policy of 
funding for fire prevention. Consequently forest maintenance and management has declined in all 
Member States, particularly in the south. Priority should thus urgently be given to strengthening forest 
fire prevention measures in the forthcoming regulation on support for rural development by the 
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and the future European Civil Protection 
Mechanism.

1. What are the Council’s intentions in this area?

2. Does the Council not think that enhanced cooperation on the basis of Article 20 of the Treaty on 
European Union would be desirable between Member States that wish to move faster and go further 
in preventing and combating fires?


