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to the Commission
Rule 117
Raül Romeva i Rueda (Verts/ALE), Andrea Zanoni (ALDE), Rui Tavares (Verts/ALE), Gianni 
Pittella (S&D), Jan Philipp Albrecht (Verts/ALE), Mario Pirillo (S&D), Eva Lichtenberger 
(Verts/ALE), Jean-Paul Besset (Verts/ALE), Karima Delli (Verts/ALE) and Niccolò Rinaldi 
(ALDE)

Subject: Conditions in Italian prisons

Despite a maximum capacity of 45 568, Italian prisons currently accommodate 66 271 detainees of 
which 23 773 are foreign nationals. Of the 66 000 prisoners, 25 970 are still awaiting trial, whilst 
38 906 have been convicted definitively. Of these prisoners, 685 are subject to 41A, a special 
detention regime that EU bodies rightly consider a sophisticated form of torture and which is strictly 
prohibited under Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights and under Article 4 of the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. More than half of those currently incarcerated 
in Italy are subject to pre-trial detention. This is one of the highest rates in Europe, clearly 
demonstrating an anomaly specific to Italy, and which also adds to overcrowding, which has reached 
157 % – compared to the European average of 97 %. Since the beginning of this year, 117 prisoners 
have died in Italian prisons; 40 of these deaths were suicide.

Italy has already been reprimanded by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe and 
condemned a multitude of times by the European Court of Human Rights. There are currently more 
than 1 000 appeals pending, which will probably be dealt with using the ‘pilot judgement procedure’. 

In the light of the above, can the Commission say:

1. whether it does not agree that urgent action should be taken to ensure that the rights of prisoners 
and dignified living conditions are comprehensively respected, so as to put an end to inhumane 
treatment and the cruel and degrading situations in all Italian prisons;

2. whether it does not agree that this situation could be a breach of Italy's obligations under EU law, 
and what measures it intends to adopt as part of its follow-up to the Green Paper on detention?


