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Subject: EU-China agreement on geographical indications

In accordance with the wish expressed jointly by the EU and China at the 2009 bilateral summit, the
Council has authorised the Commission to open negotiations on an agreement on the protection of
geographical indications for wines, spirits, agricultural products and foodstuffs.

The “10+10’ pilot project already provides for the protection of 10 European agricultural products and
10 Chinese agricultural products, and negotiations on the bilateral agreement are continuing in
parallel.

How were the products covered by the ‘10+10’ pilot project selected?

Given that geographical indications for wines and spirits are highly vulnerable to counterfeiting, and
given the health risks this poses, and in the light of the objective of reaching an agreement on the
protection of geographical indications for agricultural products and foodstuffs, including wines and
spirits, does the Commission intend to include wines and spirits in the pilot phase prior to the possible
conclusion of an agreement?

What progress has been made in the latest round of negotiations on the bilateral agreement, and
when does the Commission expect to be able to complete the negotiations?
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