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Question for written answer E-008998/2012
to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative)
Rule 117
Pino Arlacchi (S&D), David-Maria Sassoli (S&D), Vittorio Prodi (S&D), Salvatore Caronna 
(S&D), Silvia Costa (S&D), Sergio Gaetano Cofferati (S&D), Andrea Cozzolino (S&D), Gianni 
Pittella (S&D) and Rita Borsellino (S&D)

Subject: VP/HR - Human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo

On 24 September, after a march of almost two months from Reggio Emilia to Brussels, activists 
belonging to the ‘Committee for the march from the Democratic Republic of the Congo to Europe’ 
were received at the European Parliament by the Italian delegation of the Democratic Party. The 
group aims to urge the European institutions to break their silence on the war taking place in the 
Congo and to call for a roadmap for peace in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and the 
Great Lakes region, as well as a possible review of the bilateral treaties with Rwanda. In recent 
months, following clashes between the armed forces of the DRC and National Congress for the 
Defence of the People (NCDP) militias, the humanitarian and health situation in the DRC has taken a 
further serious turn for the worse. The UN report of January 2012 on the state of human rights in the 
DRC documents constant human rights violations, particularly in Kivu, in the east of the country. 
Arbitrary execution, illegal detention, torture, violent sexual abuse and the recruitment of child soldiers 
by armed groups are the order of the day.

The structural weaknesses of the judicial system, combined with widespread corruption, foster 
impunity and the systematic violation of the rule of law. 

The report also highlights the fact that one of the major causes of destabilisation in the DRC is 
interference by Rwanda, which is providing logistical, financial and military support to the armed 
groups operating in the DRC.

In her statement of 10 July 2012, Vice President/ High Representative Ashton expressed serious 
concern about the deteriorating humanitarian situation in the eastern part of the DRC. In view of that 
concern and the situation outlined above:

1. What urgent action has the European External Action Service (EEAS) taken in response to the 
worsening conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo? Is there a European roadmap for peace 
in the DRC and the Great Lakes region?

2. What does the Vice President/ High Representative intend to do about the ever-greater role 
played by Rwanda in supplying arms to armed groups and destabilising the whole area?

3. Can the European External Action Service take concrete measures aimed at reasserting the rule 
of law in the RDC? 


