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Question for written answer E-010663/2012
to the Commission
Rule 117
Jean-Paul Besset (Verts/ALE)

Subject: Council Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 establishing a Community control system for 
ensuring compliance with the rules of the Common Fisheries Policy

According to documentation provided by the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea 
(ICES) in its latest evaluation of deep-sea stocks, made public in July 2012, preliminary EU catches of 
black scabbardfish in EU and international waters in areas V, VI, VII and XII amounted to 3 001 
tonnes in 2011, as compared to a 2011 total allowable catch (TAC) for those areas of 2 356 tonnes 
(27 % in excess). Most of this excess is due to overfishing by France, which has a reported catch of 
2 407 tonnes, as compared to a TAC of 1 884 tonnes.

According to Article 105(1) of the Control Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009, ‘when the Commission has 
established that a Member State has exceeded the quotas which have been allocated to it, the 
Commission shall operate deductions from future quotas of that Member State’. Paragraph 2 of the 
same article establishes the amounts to be deducted, based on the extent of overfishing, while 
paragraph 3(b) establishes that a multiplying factor of 1.5 shall apply if ‘the available scientific, 
technical and economic advice and in particular the reports drawn up by STECF have established that 
overfishing constitutes a serious threat to the conservation of the stock concerned’.

In light of the above, we would like to ask the Commission the following questions:

– For the years 2003 to 2011, which Member State(s) have exceeded any existing deep sea 
species quotas allocated to them, and by what amounts? Can the Commission provide the 
reported catches for each of the deep sea species, as defined in Annex I of Council Regulation 
(EC) No 2347/2002, broken down by year and stock and compared with each of the quotas 
allocated to the Member States in question?.

– If any Member State(s) have exceeded such quotas for years in which the Control Regulation is 
applicable, what action has the Commission taken or is it planning to take pursuant to Article 105 
of the Control Regulation?


