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Subject: Should the 'Awake Consumption Guide' be clarified?

The tissue paper sector (paper used to produce disposable products) is currently experiencing a very 
difficult economic downturn due to a drastic drop in consumption and the ensuing negative 
repercussions on production and employment levels.

In addition, the sector is already facing a series of problems due to energy costs, the difficulties 
disposing of processing waste related to the construction of waste-to-energy plants, high transport 
costs and insufficient infrastructure.

The European Commission recently published the ‘Awake Consumption Guide,’ providing useful 
advice on how to adopt lifestyle choices aimed at better informed and more sustainable consumption.

Among other things, the guide suggests using a cloth instead of paper towels for cleaning the kitchen 
and the bathroom.

Numerous studies and publications have pointed out that the spread of the most common bacteria (E. 
Coli, Staphilococcus aureus and Campylobacter), especially in the key areas such as domestic 
kitchens or public toilets, is dramatically reduced by using disposable products such as those made of 
paper towel.

In the light of the above, and considering the importance of the efficient use of resources and 
sustainable products, could the Commission please:

1. state whether the Guide was drafted following consultation with trade and consumer 
associations?

2. indicate whether it can provide consumers with comprehensive information on the advantages of 
using paper products with regard to food safety and personal hygiene?

3. explain the overall context of this situation?


