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Subject: Low-level presence of genetically modified material in seeds and foods

Although a considerable number of genetically modified plants (GMPs) are already imported into the 
EU and may be used in foodstuffs and animal feed according to European legal provisions, there is 
zero tolerance in the EU in relation to traces of GMPs that are permitted in other countries, but not in 
the EU. Even the slightest evidence of a GMP in foodstuffs, animal feed or seeds will lead to the 
withdrawal of the affected product batches from circulation. This constitutes an economic risk for 
breeders, dealers and farmers in all economies.

In 2011, the Commission already responded to this legal uncertainty in the area of animal feed and 
adopted a regulation for the reliable detection of genetically modified organisms. Corresponding 
regulations do not yet exist for foodstuffs and seeds.

On 22 March 2012 in Vancouver, 13 states agreed a position on the low-level presence (LLP) of 
genetically modified organisms. This proposes harmonising the conditions and procedures for 
granting authorisations for genetically-modified organisms.

With regard to the consequences of this decision for the European Union, I have the following 
questions for the Commission:

1. Did the European Union attend the meeting in Vancouver? If so, was it able to influence the 
substance of the discussions?

2. Does the EU support the objective of these states to harmonise the conditions and procedures 
for granting authorisations for genetically modified organisms for the purpose of standardisation?

3. What political and legal consequences does the Commission expect for the existing European 
Union framework for GMOs from the Vancouver Declaration?

4. Is it true that from a practical perspective, it is almost impossible to exclude LLP?

5. Is the Commission considering adopting an LLP regulation for foodstuffs and seeds similar to the 
regulation for animal feed?

6. Is the EU not increasingly isolating itself from a developing international consensus in relation to 
the regulation of GMOs?


