
923015.EN PE 502.949

Question for written answer E-011666/2012
to the Commission
Rule 117
Véronique Mathieu (PPE), Sonia Alfano (ALDE), Edit Bauer (PPE), Tanja Fajon (S&D), Teresa 
Jiménez-Becerril Barrio (PPE), Salvatore Iacolino (PPE), Agustín Díaz de Mera García 
Consuegra (PPE), Kinga Gál (PPE), Monika Hohlmeier (PPE), Ioan Enciu (S&D), Bill Newton 
Dunn (ALDE), Edit Herczog (S&D), Simon Busuttil (PPE) and Kinga Göncz (S&D)

Subject: Training of police forces in the European Union - Maintaining the CEPOL independent 
agency

The Treaty of Amsterdam of 1997 introduced the objective of the European Union to maintain and 
develop an area of freedom, security and justice. The Stockholm Programme approved on 11 
December 2009 sets security as a key priority of the EU.

Against that background, the European Police College, an agency of the European Union, has made 
significant progress over the last three years.  Accordingly, the number of participants in training 
courses organised by CEPOL increased from 2 300 in 2009 to 4 300 in 2011 and will be close to 5000 
in 2012. The European police exchange programme increased from 50 participants in 2009 to 299 
participants in 2011. The agency is also developing new methods of online training in order to provide 
training to as many police force representatives as possible, in which up to 3 016 people participated.

Thanks to the European Commission, which granted two additional posts to the agency, CEPOL 
made two recruitments in 2012. This is indeed an indication of the agency’s recognition and the 
expertise it has developed in the field of training, with a budget limited to EUR 8 451 000 in 2012. 
CEPOL also streamlined its operation with a results-based approach.

Furthermore, when Europol was given the task of managing the newly-created European Cybercrime 
Centre, the agency did not receive the necessary resources in terms of budget or staff to perform 
those new functions. Finally, although training is not one of Europol’s objectives as set out in its legal 
basis, CEPOL is, on the other hand, expressly named by the Stockholm Programme as the agency 
which should ‘play a key role in training of law enforcement personnel’.

In that context, does the Commission think that an organisation set up to fight against terrorism and 
organised crime can effectively fulfill training needs in another field?

Does the Commission think, from the point of view of effectiveness, that it is now appropriate once 
more to reorganise an agency which has just significantly overhauled it mode of operation?

On the other hand, the majority political groups and other groups in the European Parliament have 
spoken out against the proposed merger of CEPOL and Europol, and in favour of maintaining CEPOL 
as an independent agency. What is the official position of the Commission on this issue?


