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Question for written answer E-000338/2013
to the Commission
Rule 117
Leonidas Donskis (ALDE)

Subject: EU Commission aid to Chin State, Burma/Myanmar

Chin State in western Burma/Myanmar is one of the most remote and inaccessible parts of the 
country. In 2011 the United Nations Development Programme, working in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Planning and Economic Development, the United Nations Children’s Fund and the 
Swedish International Development Agency, found that Chin State remains the poorest of the 14 
regions and states in Burma/Myanmar, with 73.3 per cent of the population living below the poverty 
line.

It is my understanding that, despite a high level of humanitarian need, UN agency and INGO work in 
Chin State is underfunded, and the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs is phasing 
out its coordination role in the area due to the ongoing emergencies in Arakan/Rakhine and Kachin 
States. While funding for services for displaced peoples in Arakan/Rakhine and Kachin States in the 
current emergencies must be a key EU priority, it is also important to ensure that the protracted 
humanitarian crisis in Chin State is not overlooked. Could the Commission clarify the following points:

1. What measures will the Vice President / High Representative take to ensure that EU funding is 
sufficient to address both the emergency situations in Arakan/Rakhine and Kachin States and the 
protracted humanitarian crisis in Chin State?

2. How many times have Commission representatives visited Chin State in the past year to assess 
the humanitarian situation?

3. Will Commission representatives seek regular access to all parts of Chin State, including the 
remote south?

4. How much development aid has been allocated to Burma/Myanmar for 2013; what percentage of 
that is earmarked for Chin State; what are the programme priorities in Chin State; and how will 
those programmes be implemented in Chin State?


